
Sept. 7, 1889.1 THE BRITISH MEDI CAL JOURNAL.

BRITISH MEDICAL ASSOCIATION.
SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR 1889.

SUBSCRIPTIONS to the Association for 1889 became due on January
1st. Members of Branches are requeeted to pay the same to their
respective Secretaries. Members of the ssociation not belong-
ing to Branches are requested to forward their remittances to
the General Secretary, 429, Strand, London. Post-office orders
should be made payable at the West Central District Office,
High Holborn.

QIie Otititzb eJUbiCra 3journaLi
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER A7TH, 1889.

THE MEDICAL STUDENT OF THE FUTURE.
FOR one reason or another, the inaugural address at the re-
opening of the medical schools is falling a little into disfavour.
Possibly this may in part be due to the general dislike of enthu-
siasm which is almost cuiltivated as a fine art amongst educated
people. It is truer now than in Byron's time that

Enthusiasm in good society
Were nothing buit a'moral inebriety;

and it must be confessed that many speakers at the 1st
of October assemblies have been at times a little too poetical
and romantic in their way of describing the honours and privi-
leges of " our noble profession." As these addresses are for
the most part delivered by the great and successful men of
the profession, who have every reason to be grateful for the
way in which the Goddess of Medicine has treated them, it
was felt at times that the highly-coloured pictures they drew
were rather the representations of their own particular suc-
cesses than of those which are at all likely to await the ordinary
medical student. We could almost detect the lecturer with
his tongue in his cheek as he described the dignity, the public
gratitude, and the certain competence which were sure to
follow the patient student who did his hospital work credit-
ably and refrained from music halls and late hours. His au-
dience always had sense enough to understand that it is by
no means the best and most patient work which reaps the
highest reward in medicine any more than in other profes-
sions; and that often the most conscientious and high-minded
medical man will be left behind in the struggle where the
smart pushing man takes the prize. Nothing is easier than to
be cynical and severe on such a theme, though, as usual, the
cynical and easy course is the unfair and false. Sneer as we
may, be as worldly and unpoetical as we please, the profession
of medicine is a noble one, and can but fill with enthusiasm
the mind of any competent and thinking man who speaks or
writes about it. The reasons which urge us to any course of
action are usually complex, and those which impel a man to
the choice of a profession are largely so. We may assume
without the least offence that most men enter on the study of
medicine as the means of obtaining an honourable living; it is
not necessary to pretend to any higher motives like that which
should influence a student of divinity. Yet there is room, we
maintain, for the influence of the very highest motives in the
choice of the healing art as one's calling in life; and the influence

is likely to have an actually greater scope, and the end
is often even more likely to be achieved when it is con-
cealed by the friendly covering of the less exalted motive.

There are hundreds of medical men in our land to-day who
lead lives of the loftiest enthusiasm, working for the good of
their fellow-men, and blessing all within the scope of their
influence, pretending with a beautiful humility that they are
only following their common business, while they are actually
ministering angels. A doctor may live and work for fees and
be respected just as any other servant of the commonwealth;
he may also live and work for humanity and the love of his
neighbour as though he were ordained for the proper work of
the ministry. Grand and beautiful as was the work of Father
Damien amongst the lepers of Molokai, there is no reason
whatever why a medical man should not have done as much
or even more. " Nothing great," says Emerson, "was ever
achieved without enthusiasm, " and we know it to be so,
whatever the hard cold world may say, which, in truth,
does not greatly care for anything which it cannot quite
understand.
What is wanted is a noble ideal: given this, it may be

exercised as freely in our profession as anywhere in this world
of ours. What a man seeks at his medical school this Oc-
tober that shall he find. Honours, they await him; emolu-
ments, they shall come; happiness, the great enduring
pleasure that comes from a sense of duty bravely done, this
too shall be his, at the price-at a fixed price and no abate-
ment; to this let him make up his mind as quickly as may be.
Let him examine himself, and know what it is he wants; he
can certainly obtain it. Let the lower motive content him, he
will not be disappointed. Medicine is rich enough to pay
him for his pains; he shall have his house, his servants, and
his gig; shall be justice of the peace, mayor of his town, and
be held in honour of men. A man, by indomitable energy
and perseverance, may get all he wants. As Hazlitt some-
where says, he could always gain admittance to see any
famous picture in any great man's home, notwithstanding the
darkest frowns of the servants; and he adds that he could, by
similar means, have obtained any post under Government
which he might have set his whole mind upon.

The thing, therefore, to be sure of at the outset in devot-
iDg one's self to medicine is the end proposed ; if self, then
not happiness of the highest sort also; if peace of mind and
the purest sort of happiness be the end in view, then to live
and work for others, for the advancement of the profession in
its widest and grandest aspects, is the only certain way to
obtain them. Old Thomas Vicary, chief surgeon to St. Bar-
tholomew's Hospital, 1;548-62, says in his curious Anatomie of
the Bodie of Man, that the doctor must be learned, must
know his principles, be seen in natural philosophy, in gram-
mar, must speak congruity in logic, speak seemly and elo-
quently, know things natural and non-natural, and, above all,
be good-looking, for whose face is not seemly, it is impossible
for him to have good manners.

All this implies much more than is demanded for the mere
cramming up for professional examinations. Be liberal in
your treatment of the most liberal of all professions, and
give at least as much as you take. Hoow few men ever think
of paying the least fraction of their indebtedness to science !
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They consider this is all arranged for in their hospital ticket.
Such men

Know, not for knowing's sake;
Know, for the'gain it gets, the praise it brings,
The wonder it lnspires, the love it breeds.

No man striving only for his own happiness can ever
attain it, because he is in the midst of forces contending
against him set in motion by every other man of the same
determination. Count Tolstoi has admirably explained why
this struggle for individual happiness must necessarily fail of
its purpose; and Mr. Browning, in his magnificent poem of
Paracelsus-which should be known by heart by every medical
student of the thoughtful sort-has pointed out how mere
knowledge for a selfish end can never bring happiness, what-
ever else it may achieve; but that love, allied to know-
ledge, can transform the soul to God-like beauty. We may
long, like Paracelsus in the poem,

To wring from Heaven some wondrous good for man;

but it maynot be given tomany of us to do great things. Of every
medical man, however, Society-having in view his great endow-
ments, his privileges, his public estimation, and the dignity of
his calling-has the right to expect maintenance of the fabric,
if not its adornment; and, as he is necessarily looked up to
as a " doctor," that he shall be a real teacher how to live the
highest mental as well as the healthiest bodily life. As Sir J.
Crichton Browne pointed out recently, this can best be done
by imbuing our own minds with the prolific and ennobling
thoughts of the wisest writers of the past and present; for to
teach we must learn. Some will say we ask too much of the
overtaxed medical student. Not so. The mental enlarge-
ment we demand can be had as relaxation between the inter-
vals of necessary studies. One hour a day with the great poets
and prose writers will enable the student to do better work in
the medical school; he will not lose his time by this form of
dissipation; and when he goes into the great world which lies
outside his hospital, he may find his own medicine and that of
his patients in the balm for troubled spirits which the phi-
losophers and poets of all time stand by to minister. We say
he will not lose his time by this expansion of his education;
it will serve to digest his technical knowledge, to combine and
blend his studies into a truer and sounder learning than can
be tested by examination papers or rewarded by degrees.

Let no student, therefore, think that so much anatomy,
physiology, medicine, and surgery, signed up and certified for
at school and college, suffices to make the medical man of to-
day. In one of the most suggestive of the inaugural addresses
delivered in London last October, that by Dr. William Ewart
at St. George's Hospital, this point was strongly emphasised.
We cannot refrain from recalling a sentence or two. " Among
the youths," says Dr. Ewart, "who elect to follow this
calling, many do so in ignorance of what the choice implies.
Of no other profession is it more true that an easy entrance
examination is unkind. Ours, nowadays more than ever, is
an exacting profession. Although neither genius, nor bril-
liancy, nor even talent are wanted, she claims energy, physical
and mental, capacity for sustained efforts, earnestness, and a
high moral tone."
A medical practitioner whose whole life is not that of

a persevering student has no business in the profession. A

man who knows nothing but what his curriculum en-
forces, and who makes haste to forget that as soon as it has
obtained him his licence to practise, can only bring dis-
credit on the high-minded and cultivated men who spent their
lives in maling smooth the path he has unworthily trodden.
If medicine is to hold its high position, and retain the respect
in which it is justly held, the men who are coming forward for
its emoluments and distinctions must be equipped with all
the richer learning which is required to enable them to hold
their own in a world which is daily becoming more highly
cultured, and which will certainly demand more of its medical
advisers. A mental outlook bounded by six-ounce bottles and
an intellect from which there is gradually fading the scanty
lore gathered at the medical school with much pain and but
partial comprehension far too generally characterise the
middle-aged general practitioner of to-day. He of to-morrow
will need to know more, and to know it in quite another
way.

OPENING OF THE MEDICAL SCHOOLS.
THE traditional introductory lecture still holds its ground in
most of the metropolitan schools, but in one or two its place is
taken by a dinner or a simple " function" of some kind. In
some of the largest of the London hospitals and in most of
the provincial schools, however, the session opens with severe
simplicity by mere strike of clock, without formal welcome of
the new students, or social entertainment of the old ones. The
following list shows the dates of opening and the nature of
the accompanying ceremony, if any:

METROPOLITAN.
St. Bartholomew's Hospital-October 1st.
Charing Cross Hospital-October 1st.
Guy's Hospital-October 1st.
King's College Hospital-October 1st; 4 P.M., annual

distribution of prizes.
London Hospital-October lst; 7 P.M., old students'

dinner in the New Library, Dr. J. Langdon Down
in the chair.

Middlesex Hospital-October 1st; 3 P.m., distribution of
prizes by Lord Sandhurst; introductory address by
Mr. J. Bland Sutton, F.R.C.S., followed by a re-
ception in the School Buildings; 7 P.M., annual
dinner of past and present students and friends at
the Holborn Restaurant, Dr. Douglas Powell in the
chair.

St. George's Hospital-October 1st; 4 P.M. introductory
address by Dr. T. Clifford Allbutt, F.R.S.

St. Mary's Hospital-October lst; 4 P.M., introductory
address by Dr. Maguire. October 2nd; 7 P.M., annual
dinner at the Holborn Restaurant, Dr. Lees in the
chair.

St. Thomas's Hospital-October lst; 3 P.M., introduc-
tory address by Mr. William Anderson, F.R.C.S.

University College-October lst; 4 P.m., introductory
lecture by Mr. Rickman J. Godlee, M.S., B.A.,
F.R.C. S.
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Westminster Hospital-October 2nd; 4 P.M., introduc-
tory address by Dr. P. S. Abraham, after which
the prizes will be distributed by Professor Alex-
der Macalister, F. R.S.

PROVINCIAL.

Birmingham, Queen's College-October 1st.
Bristol, UTniversity College, Medical Department-

October 1st.
Leeds, Yorkshire College, Medical Department-October

1st. Introductory Address and Distribution of
Prizes by Professor W. T. Gairdner, Physician to
Her Majesty the Queen in Scotland.

Liverpool, University College, Medical Department-
October 1st.

Manchester, Victoria University, Medical Department-
October 1st.

University of Durham College of Medicine, Newcastle-on-
Tyne-October 1st.

Sheffield, Firth College, Medical Department October
1st. Inaugural Address in the Lecture Room of
Firth College by Mr. Charles Atkin, F.R. C. S.

SCOTLAND.
Aberdeen University-October 15th.
Edinburgh University-October 15th.
Edinburgh School of Medicine-October 1st.
Glasgow University-October 22nd. Introductory

Address by Professor McCall Anderson, M.D.
Glasgow, Anderson's College-October 22nd. Intro-

ductory Address by Mr. Thos. A. Mathieson,
President.

Glasgow, St. Mungo's College-October 23rd.
Glasgow, Western Medical School-October 22nd.

IRELAND.
Queen's College, Belfast-October 29th.
Queen's College, Cork-October 21st.

THE body of the late Colonel Tomline was recently cremated at
Woking, the process occupying two hours and a quarter.

Two cases of cholera, one of which ended fatally, are stated to
have occurred in Hungary, near the Austrian frontier.

IT is stated that Father Conradi, one of the colleagues of the
late Father Damien in the leper settlement at Molokai, has be-
come affected with leprosy.

A sERIous outbreak of diphtheria is reported at East Haddon,
in Northamptonshire. The character of the disease was at first
excessively virulent, but both the severity and the number of
cases are now said to be diminishing.

THE CONTINENTAL ANGLO-AMERICAN MEDICAL
SOCIETY.

THE first general meeting of this Society will take place at the
Grand HOtel, Paris, on Mionday, September 30th, at 5 P.M., and the
first annual dinner will also take place at the Grand Hotel at
8 P.M. on the same evening. The following gentlemen are Honorary
Presidents of the Society: Sir Spencer Wells, Sir Joseph Lister,
Dr. Richard Quain, Professor Ball, Professor Brown-S6quard, Dr.

Ricord, Dr. J. S. Billings, Dr. Fordyce Barker, and Dr. Weir
MAitchell. The Executive Committee includes the Hon. Alan
Herbert, M.D.; Dr. Faure Miller, Dr. Chapman, Dr. Dupuy, Dr.
Barnard, with Dr. T. Linn (16 Rue de la Paix) as Secretary.

AN APOLOGY TO THE SHADE OF MONTAIGNE.
SELDOM has the printer's familiar demon displayed his mis-
chievous ingenuity in the discomfiture of "able editors" more
effectually than in a quotation from Montaigne, which appeared
under the heading " Topics of the Day," at p. 490 of our last issue.
One has heard of Priscian being " a little scratched," but here the
celebrated French essayist's genial countenance was battered out
of all likeness to humanity, and his quaint and racy speech re-
duced to little better than a fortuitous concourse of typographical
atoms. We hasten to appease his justly offended Manes by giv-
ing his words clothed and in their right mind as he wrote them:

Dire mensonge, c'est dire faulse, mais qu'on a prins pour vraye;
et la definition du mot de mentir en latin, d'ou nostre fran9ais
est party porte autant comme aller contre sa conscience, et par
cons6quent, cela ne touche que ceux qui disent contre ce qu'ils
sgavent.

MR. F. A. HEATH, OF MANCHESTER.
MR. F. A. HEATH, in accordance with the rules of the institution,
has resigned his position as Honorary Surgeon of the Royal In-
firmary, Manchester. Mr. Heath has been connected with the
institution for a period of thirty-three years, he having been ap-
appointed house-surgeon in 1853 and dispensary surgeon in 1854;
M1r. Heath was elected honorary surgeon in 1866. The Board
expressed their regret at the loss of an old and valued friend, and
thanked Mr. Heath for his long-continued services. Mr. F. A.
Southam was elected to the vacancy caused by Mr. Heath's
resignation.

DEATH OF MR. WALTER J. COULSON.
WE regret to announce the death of this well-known surgeon,
which took place at his residence in Harley Street on Friday,
August 30th. It appears that Mr. Coulson had suffered for
several years from post-nasal catarrh and exostoses in the ex-
ternal auditory meatus on both sides. On August 24th he
was suddenly attacked with intense pain in the right ear.
This increased till the night of the 25th, when the tym-
panic membrane burst, and pus was discharged through the
external meatus. Mr. Coulson, however, still continued to suffer
great pain, which was referred by him to the back of the head
There were no symptoms of mastoiditis. On the 26th he had a
slight rigor, and soon afterwards signs of intracranial pressure
appeared. On the 29th Dr. Hughlings Jackson found him nearly
comatose, and hemiparetic, with a high temperature. Diagnosing
cerebral abscess in a preliminary stage, Dr. Jackson strongly urged
the necessityof trephining. Mr.Victor Horsley was thereupon called
in, and found Mr. Coulson suffering from left graduated hemiplegia
from the face downwards, with conj agate deviation of the head,
and eyes to the right. There was diminution of the deep reflexes
on the left side, and exaggeration of those on the right. The
temperature was higher on the paralysed side. Suppurative
meningitis over the motor area was therefore diagnosed, and ex-
ploratory trephining was resorted to. The temporo-sphenoidal
lobe was exposed and the dura mater opened. Very little clear
cerebro-spinal fluid escaped, and the brain bulged, but repeated
tappings failed to strike pus. Trephining over the middle of the
fissure of Rolando revealed a large area in which the membranes
were infiltrated with pus to the depth of a quarter of an inch, and
the brain was softened beneath to a considerable distance. In
view of the patient's critical condition, it was not considered
justifiable to do anything more. During the night Mr. Coulson re-
covered consciousness so far as to give rational answers to ques-
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tions, and he evidently understood the conversation around the
bed. The course of the disease could not, however, be arrested,
and death occurred a few minutes before 5 P.m. on August 30th.
Mr. Coulson was buried on Wednesday. A sketch of his profes-
sional career will be given in our next issue.

THE HOME SECRETARY AND VACCINATION.
THE mayors of the municipalities in the country and others hav-
ing authority outside the municipal areas have been requested
by the Home Secretary to furnish to him, as regards their re-
spective districts, returns showing the number of persons who
have been imprisoned or fined for non-compliance with the pro-
visions of the Acts relating to the vaccination Iof children, dis-
tinguishing imprisonments and fines, the length of imprisonment
undergone by such persons, giving their names, the number of
times any person has been imprisoned more than once, and the
number and amount of fines paid by any person who has been
fined more than once for the above mentioned offence since July
31st, 1879.

THE LADIES AT THE LEEDS MEETING.
WE take the earliest opportunity of repairing an ungallant omission
in the account we gave in our last two issues of the social enter-
tainments which will make the Leeds meeting an oasis in the
memory of all who had the privilege of taking part in it. Several
ladies (wives of the members in Leeds) kindly fitted up a room in
the Mechanics' Institute as a club-room and lounge for ladies who
accompanied their husbands, fathers, or brothers. This room was
both elegantly and comfortably furnished, provided with writing
materials and newspapers; and last, but not least, tea was ready
daily from half-past three. Members and others were also cordially
invited to join the ladies, and the unremitting attention and kind-
ness with which these most acceptable hospitalities were dispensed
completed the thoughtful care and consideration which our Leeds
hosts and hostesses displayed. All the ladies who took part in
the affair worked with the most untiring devotion to make their
fair guests comfortable in every way. Mrs. Wheelhouse, Mrs.
Rowe, and Mlrs. Mayo Robson were conspicuous in their efforts.
In cordially thanking these and all the other ladies concerned for
a graceful idea so charmingly carried out, we are sure that we
are expressing the feelings of all the members present, as well as
of the ladies who accompanied them.

ANOTHER MARTYR TO DUTY.
ANOTHER young surgeon has fallen a victim to diphtheria con-
tracted in the discharge of his professional duties. Mr. Charles
Brown, M.R.C.S. and L.R.C.P.Lond., one of the house-surgeons at
St. Thomas's Hospital, recently assisted at the operation of trache-
otomy in a case of diphtheria. He had nearly reached the end of
his term of office, and his unremitting devotion to his work had
considerably impaired his health. Though suffering after this
first exposure to the poison from symptoms which might well
have alarmed a man of less heroic mould, Mr. Brown soon after-
wards took an active part in the performance of another trache-
otomy. He was almost immediately attacked by diphtheria of an
unusually virulent type. Laryngotomy speedily became neces-
sary, and, after a very brief illness, the sacrifice was completed,
and another young life was added to the steadily-growing heca-
tormb exacted from our profession by this dreadful scourge. This
story is now a painfully familar one, but for one case of the kind
which finds its way to the public ear there are probably hundreds
which pass alt )gether unnoticed. To these must be added the
thousands of cas, a in which the same terrible risk is encountered
with equal courage by men who fortunately escape the possible
consequences of their devotion. People in general save them-

selves the trouble of admiring medical heroism by hugging the
comfortable delusion that "doctors never catch anything." In
much the same way the War Office imagines that it shields its
medical officers from the enemy's bullets by styling them"non-
combatants." Mr. Brown was not only highly esteemed by his
teachers and fellow students for his professional attainments, but
he was respected for his personal character, and was popular with
all with whom he came in contact for the charm of his manner and
the sterling kindness of his heart. He had exceptional musical
talents, which he exercised first in the choir of the Chapel Royal,
Whitehall, later as organist at St. Mark's Church, Wandsworth
and quite recently in the same capacity in the Ilospital Chapel.

DR. OLIVER WENDELL HOLMES.
THE medical profession in this country will join in congratulating
Dr. Oliver Wendell Holmes, "anatomist, physician, bard," to
parody Lamb's description of Coleridge, on the attainment of his
80th birthday, which he celebrated on August 29th at his home,
Beverly Farm, near Boston. Letters and telegrams of congratu-
lation poured in from all over America, and many beautiful floral
gifts were sent, together with a solid silver gold-lined loving cup
of artistic design from his personal friends and former classmates.
He greeted each visitor with a cordial grasp of the hand with all
his old vivacity. His step is as elastic and his eye as bright and
merry as ever, and except for a slight difficulty in hearing his
powers are unimpaired. Though literature may claim the genial
Autocrat of the Breakfast Table for her own, medicine has her
inalienable share in the Emeritus Professor of Anatomy at
Harvard. In spite of the worldwide renown which he has won
in regions far removed from the dusty paths of professional life,
Dr. Holmes is still at heart one of us, as he shows by many allu-
sions even in his lightest writings. As for his more serious utter-
ances, the distinctive note of them may be said to be the inter-
penetration of the scientific spirit with literary feeling. We are
all proud of him as the most brilliant representative of medicine
in popular literature and as a teacher who has done his share in
extending and cultivating the field of medical science. With the
heartiest goodwill, we send to him across the Atlantic the wish
-in which all his innumerable readers must join-In plurimos
annos !

LONDON POST-GRADUATE COURSES.
IT has always been a reproach to London that the unrivalled
clinical material of its numerous hospitals is not fully utilised for
the purposes of medical education. It is not that teaching power
is wanting; on the contrary, the metropolitan schools could fur-
nish among them a body of men thoroughly fitted to make London
the centre of the medical world, as it undoubtedly ought to be.
Owing to want of organisation, however, a large amount both
of material and teaching power is wasted. Nowhere is the loss
of potential educative energy more evident than in the hospitals
to which no medical school is attached. It is, therefore, with
peculiar satisfaction that we hail the announcement that the
medical staffs of the Brompton Consumption Hospital, the Hos-
pital for Sick Children, Great Ormond Street, the Hospital for
the Paralysed and Epileptic, Queen Square, the Moorfields Oph-
thalmic Hospital, and the Hospital for Diseases of the Skin.
Blackfriars, have decided to unite their forces, and give courses of
instruction to qualified medical men in the various important
branches of medical science and practice which these institutions
represent. The teaching is intended to be thoroughly practical,
and the convenience of men engaged in the active exercise of their
profession has been studied in the arrangement of the hours at
which the courses will be held. Further details of the scheme
will be found in our advertising columns.
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SCOTLAND.
POST-GRADUATE COURSE AT EDINBURGH.

TIIE session of the annual autumn post-graduate course com-

mences on Monday, September 23rd. The course is the most
complete of the series hitherto. Prospectuses may be obtained
now from Professor Clliene or Dr. Claud Muirhead, Charlotte
Square, Edinburgh. Those intending to avail themselves of the
special courses slhtold make application at once that arrange-

ments may be made in advance.

VACATION LECTURES ON BOTANY.
PROFESSOR BAYLEY BALFOUR has initiated a movement for
which the lay public of Edinburgh have shown themselves much
indebted. Since the close of the University summer session Pro-
fessor Balfour has lectured on Saturday afternoons on various
botanical questions. He expressed the feeling that the magnifi-
cent Botanical Gardens of Edinburgh ought to be capable of more

use than thiey had afforded hitherto. The results, so far as the
attendances and interest were concerned, had been eminently
successful. He hoped the experiment might be the starting point
of something better. With a very small amount of such know-
ledge they could go into the fields feeling that they had a key to
the splendid picture gallery of Nature.

ST. MUNGO'S COLLEGE, GLASGOW.
WITE reference to a statement which appeared in our issue of
August 24th, p. 440, as to applications for the teaching appoint-
ments in the medical faculty of St. Mungo's College, Glasgow, not
having been invited by public advertisement, we are asked to
explain that the governors were precluded from taking this
course by the constitution of the College, which is expressly de-
signed " to absorb and continue as a part of St. Mungo's College
the Glasgow Royal Infirmary Medical School." The governors
had therefore no option but to take over as many of the teachers
of the Royal Infirmary Medical School as they could, regard being
had in every case to the fitness of the incumbent for the post.
Further, we are given to understand that in the faculties of law
and medicine there were some men whose appointment was con-
si(lered essential to the success of the new school. It was known
that these gentlemen, while willing to accept office if offered
to them, would not have done so in response to an advertisement.

RESIGNATION OF PROFESSOR STRUTHERS.
AT a meeting of the Aberdeen University Court on September 2nd
a letter from Professor Struthers was read, in which he begged to
be allowed to retire from the professorship of anatomy, which he
had held for twenty-six years. He enclosed a certificate from
his medical attendant, Dr. Alexander Macgregor, to the effect that
the state of his health made him permanently incapable of dis-
charging the duties of the post. In his letter the Professor sets
forth his long period of service, not only at Aberdeen, but previ-
ously at Edinburgh. He has been engaged in teaching anatomy
for forty-four years, and in the annus medicus 1853-54 he dis-
charged the duties of the professorship of anatomy in the Uni-
versity of Edinburgh in the absence of Professor Goodsir. He

adds: " I think it is due on this occasion to remark that the work
that has fallen to me here has not been merely the discharge of

the ordinary duties of an anatomical school, arduous as the teach-
ing of that department is. When I took office in 1863 I found
the position to be an unsatisfactory one in every respect-as re-

gards the numbers in the school, the buildings for anatomy, the

museum, and other means of illustration and study. ln the

event of my petition being granted, I shall have the satisfaction of

leaving to my successor a large and increasing class, good ana-

tomical buildings (completed in 1881), a large and select nuseum
of anatomy, a full provision of instruments of anatomical study
and research, and a large stock of drawings-in short, a fully-
equipped and prosperous school of anatomy." Professor Stru-
thers's resignation was accepted with great regret, Principal
Geddes expressing the deep sense felt by the Court of the loss of
so energetic and influential a professor as Dr. Struthers had been
all through his career. His activity had not been confined to his
own department, for there had hardly been any important move-

ment of recent years connected with the University in both
Senatus and General Council in which Dr. Struthers had not been
both prominent and influential. Among those movements he
might refer very briefly to the following as typical instances: the
development of the system of local examinations, in which Dr.
Struthers was prime mover; the creation of medical bursaries,
before him almost unknown; the institution of science degrees;
and, though last, not least, the elaboration of their claim for ex-
tension of buildings, which had resulted in a concession-a some-
what tardy concession-on the part of the Government for an.
instalment of their claims.

PROPOSED CHANGES IN FEES FOR MEDICAL
CLASSES AT ABERDEEN.

CERTAIN changes in the scale of fees for some of the medical
classes in the University of Aberdeen are in contemplation. At a

meeting of the University Court on September 2nd, the Secretary
read a report of the MIedical Faculty, which had been approved by
the Senatus. The report stated that it was agreed, as the custom
had hitherto been to charge a fee tor not more than one practical
class in connection with any systematic course of medical study
recommended, that in the meantime a fee be not payable for the
winter practical surgery class, but that the fee for the summer

course of operative surgery be raised to three guineas. It was also
agreed to recommend that the fees for the classes of practical ma-
teria medica and pharmacy and practical medical jurisprudence
and hygiene be each raised from two to three guineas. With re-

ference to the anatomy part of the subject the resolution of the
Senatus agreed to be transmitted, Professor Fife dissenting, was

to the effect that, in the event of Professor Struthers resigning the
chair of anatomy, the Senatus should be recommended to request
the University Court to make the following changes in the fees for
the classes of anatomy: (1) That in order to place the cJass of sys-
tematic anatomy on the same footing as the other classes in the
medical faculty, the fee for a second attendance to be two guineas
instead of three guineas; and (2) that the fees for practical ana-

tomy and demonstrations (exclusive of cost of materials) be so

arranged that not more than six guineas,in all shall be payable
by each student. Consideration of the subject was deferred by
the Court on the ground that the whole question would come be-
fore the University Commission at an early date.

IRELAND.
DR. MCKENNA has been elected coroner for the Cavan district.

DEATH OF DR. HENRY HARVEY BOXWELL,
OF WEXFORD.

THIs gentleman, who formerly had one of the largest practices in
the County Wexford, died on September 1st, aged 79 years. The
deceased was a Doctor of Medicine of the University of Glasgow,
and obtained the Fellowship of the Royal College of Surgeons of
Ireland in 1844. He had held the post of Surgeon to the Wexford
County Infirmary for the past fifty-two years.
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